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A non-denominational Christian organisation working with sufferers of TB, leprosy, HIV/AIDS and their children in a backward area of Andhra Pradesh in Eastern India.
· Rainbow Children’s Home at DMC House

· Prem Nivas Home and Hospice for HIV infected children

· Bapaji Leprosy Housing project, Medical Care and Feeding program

· Youth Vocational Training
· Self  Help Loans scheme for Leprosy and HIV infected and affected families.

· Lilynath Tailoring Institute for women.

·  Self-help grants for leprosy and HIV patients.

· HIV families food and medicine outreach programme

· Cataract operations programme.
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The Bapuji Houses nearing completion

After living in makeshift tents of bamboo poles, plastic sheets and sarees, eighteen residents of Bapuji leprosy colony are moving into their new homes, funded by donors of Brighter Future, together with substantial funding from the Leprosy Mission, and a small grant from the local AP housing department. 
The finishing touches - painting, paths, fencing and constructing a toilet block - are underway. We hope to open the project officially in early September. The old houses were demolished in December 2007 so it has been a long, drawn-out project.  We will send donors thanks and photos.

Masonic visit

The local Vizianagaram Freemasons responded to Victor’s request for help by choosing Brighter Future as recipients of school exercise books this year. They were invited to a special breakfast, were entertained by the Rainbow children and gave books valued at £60.

Events nearer home!

Danny, Serena and friends raised £236 at the Kennington Summer Fayre, selling books, cloths, toys and a bran tub with some cosmetics donated by the local Coty factory.
On 26th July Brighter Future was the beneficiary of the Grantchester Sale. Thanks the organising skills and hard work put in by Hazel Offord and her helpers, over £827 was raised for Brighter Future.  
New Rainbow Boys Home

Twenty of our senior boys have moved into a separate home  but are only a few minutes away from DMC House and continue to take their meals there. The opening ceremony was on John Uncle’s birthday, so his three sponsored children, Sahadev, Varalaxmi and Uma, did the ribbon cutting and gave out the birthday cake.  This home is being purchased over two years. We have paid £14,000 so far and will use the 2009 Gift Tax rebate towards it. This leaves £11,000 to be raised in the next eighteen months.
Tatayya’s birthday

Victor was looking through some old files and found his father’s school certificates giving his birthdate as 1 July  1936. This was news to his father! A surprise birthday meal was arranged. Mary bought him a new shirt and a cake was ordered. The Children went around all day calling ‘Happy Birthday, Tatayya (grandfather)!’ thus Mr Paul celebrated his 73rd birthday and received a birthday gift for the first time!

Narasannapeta Centre Meeting
The HIV/AIDS Care and Support in the Community programme (HIVCS) continues to provide food and medicines to 35 people in Narasannapeta and Srikakulam district. A special meeting was organised for women to answer their questions and give them advice about managing their own and their children’s illness. A question and answer session with our Nurse and the Network of HIV affected people's President was very fruitful.  Dietary requirements and the need for clean water, rest and a certain amount of exercise, was discussed. 

The Dewan Foundation and Brighter Future
I want to tell you about an Indian gentleman called Ramesh Dewan. He set up a foundation that, among other things, 
gives to British charities for their work all over the world.  One such charity is The Leprosy Mission, to whom his Dewan Foundation is a major contributor.  
Brighter Future was made a partner of The Leprosy Mission and through them we have been funded for two of our new projects by the Dewan Foundation - the Lilynath Tailoring Institute and the Micro-finance Self Help Grants projects. 
Brighter Future does the organising, the monitoring and evaluation of these projects for the Dewan Foundation. These projects are of direct benefit to the poorest and marginalised sectors of society in rural Andhra Pradesh. They are specifically for poor people, for HIV and leprosy sufferers.  
These projects are entirely self supporting.  Women and a few men, have been able to set up little businesses and earn an income for the first time. They are now able to feed their families, send their children to school, look after aged parents, and thereby gain confidence and self respect. 

Brighter Future is extremely grateful to the Leprosy Mission Trust and the Dewan Foundation for the trust they have put in us to manage this very rewarding work, improving the lives of the people in our rural area of India. 

The Lilynath Tailoring Institute 

Almost 100 women have begun the second of the six month courses to learn dressmaking, pattern making and decorative finishes on the garments they are learning to make using both ordinary electric sewing machines and the super fast industrial machines.  Batches of 50 women come in the morning or afternoon according to their family commitments. This time the women have been selected from the poorer sectors of society so that once trained they will be able to make a real impact on the incomes of their families. They were interviewed to see how many members were in their family, how many children and aging parents they had to support and whether any other family members were in gainful employment. Once they have passed the final examinations they will be eligible for a self help grant to purchase their own machine and materials to set up their own business. 
More storms !
Part of the wall between Rice Mill land and the Prem Nivas garden fell in the wind but they replaced it and we have painted it white so it looks very nice now. Victor’s father rebuilt another piece wall that fell down when the telegraph pole broke. The power cuts are long lasting and we must think about buying two small inverters to provide power when there is no electricity, one for the Boys Home and one for the new TLM building at Prem Nivas.

	How did we do in July 2008?
Children sponsored – three
Donations 

DP    £2000
SS    £10
SK    £100
HL     £250 

MB    £50
Events

Kennington sale    £236

Grantchester sale    £827



Birthdays in September and October 
Aruna Kumari and Manohar J  7 Sept  Swathi 9 Sept.  Samson 17 Sept 
Jerena 19 Sept Vajrangji 29 Sept Dandasi 11 Oct  Manohar G 17 Oct
Cards take about ten days to reach India.
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